
April 2007

COMING UP…
Business After Hours: 

5:30—7:00 pm  Thursday, April 12th
 hosted by

Southwest Design
43 N. Maple, Cortez

Chamber General Membership Meeting
Wednesday, April 18th at noon 

Shiloh’s Steakhouse
5 S. Veach, Cortez

Cortez Rotary Easter Egg Hunt
Saturday, April 7

Four Seasons Greenhouse and Nursery

9News Health Fair
Saturday, April 14th  7 a.m.—noon

Cortez Recreation Center

Home and Garden Show
All day Saturday and Sunday

April 21 and 22
Fairgrounds

Business Builder Series
Business Survival 101: Successful 

Marketing Tactics
Noon—3 p.m. Chamber Classroom

Pueblo to Pueblo Run
Saturday April 28th

Cortez Cultural Center

The 79th Colorado state FFA convention will be held in Cortez 
from June 5th through the 7th.  We are expecting a crowd of 
1,200 FFA members, parents and teachers from across the state 
of Colorado.  Holding this state convention is truly an honor 
for our local kids.  Most of the convention activities will take 
place at Montezuma Cortez High School, but attendees will be 
staying in our local lodging, eating at our restaurants, and shop-
ping in our stores.  

ECONOMIC IMPACT
On average, convention attendees will  each spend $50 a day 
for the three days of convention.  Multiplied by 1,200 partici-
pants, a conservative estimate of the convention’s economic 
impact is $180,000.  This is a wonderful opportunity for us to 
show off what a great community we live in.  It’s also an op-
portunity to bring in a lot of outside dollars.  There will be an 
extension of the Welcome Center set up at the high school with 
volunteers who will be giving out information, maps, and bro-
chures.  This is an opportunity for you to get the word out 
about your business as well.

MARKETING SUGGESTIONS
You might want to put together a special offer that would ap-
peal to the students and their families, including  coupons.  You 
might want to have an invitation for attendees to go to your 
business to pick up a free gift.  You might want to provide an 
item for inclusion in the convention bags.  Feel free to contact
your local media representatives for more ideas about how to 
advertise to this group.  Ryan's’ Custom Products and LanMark 
Productions can help you with promotional items for distribu-
tion.

The Colorado FFA Foundation seeks donations on behalf of 
FFA members to help support their convention activities as 
well as other activities throughout the year.  During this year’s 
convention, FFA members will benefit from more than $35,000 
in contributions.  These funds provide individual and chapter 
awards, scholarships, leadership workshops, meal functions 
and other activities.  For more information on the Foundation 
or investing in today’s young people, call 970-249-1465 or 
email them at sara@coloradoffafoundation.org.

A Marketing Opportunity



Ch

Please feel free to share your thoughts about where the 
Chamber is heading with your hardworking, elected board 
members:

Officers:
President                              Reuben Hammond, Ute Mt. Casino
President-Elect                    Jim Reser, Profit Development 
Group
Secretary/Treasurer:           Sheryl Merritt, Anasazi Restaurant &
                                             Mesa Verde Inn
Past President:                     Robby Wright, Four States Tire       
                              
Board Members:
Holly Tatnall                        Seas’nings
Jeff Reinhart                        Fraley and Company
Una Johnson                       The Inn at McElmo
Laura Rice                           Southwest Health Net
Stephanie Glass                  Main Book Company
Bob Scott                             Sundance Bear Lodge

Staff contacts:  
Marcy Cummins, Executive Director
cortezchamber@cityofcortez.com                       
Tiffany Alexander, Assistant Director                            
welcomecenter@cityofcortez.com
 Phone (970)565-3414  Fax:  (970)565-8373  
www.cortezchamber.com

In partnership with Fort Lewis College, the Colorado 
Small Business Development Center and Region 9, the 
Chamber will be presenting a learning opportunity on 
Tuesday, April 24th from noon until 3 p.m.  The presenta-
tion is entitled Business Survival 101: Successful Mar-
keting Tactics.

This workshop offers hands-on marketing tactics for the 
marketing decision maker in your company.  You will also 
learn important strategies that eliminate marketing mis-
takes and incorporate elements that increase profits by in-
creasing sales and reducing valuable, yet wasted market-
ing dollars.  

Simon Walls, Assistant Professor of Marketing at Fort 
Lewis College in Durango will be the presenter.  Dr. Walls
holds a Ph.D. degree in Business Administration with an 
emphasis in marketing and a secondary emphasis in psy-
chology.  His areas of specialty include marketing re-
search, marketing strategy, and consumer behavior.   He 
has owned and operated a variety of businesses in both the 
product and service sector.

This opportunity is a great way to maximize your chamber 
membership.  Cost for the workshop is $25 for chamber 
members.  Cost for nonmembers is $35.  To register, call 
the chamber at 565-3414, or the Small Business Develop-
ment Center at 247-7205, or log on to www.soba.
fortlewis.edu/sbdc and complete the registration form.

Who says there’s no such thing as a 
free lunch?

Thanks to Brad and his staff at Let It Grow Nursery for 
surprising the volunteers and staff at the Colorado Wel-
come Center building with a delicious, organic, locally-
grown lunch!  When you’re thinking about a place to go 
for lunch, don’t forget Let It Grow.  They serve lunch 
daily, including specials and a big pot of homemade soup!

Business Builder
The Board of Directors takes its responsibility for the man-
agement of Chamber funds very seriously.  As in any or-
ganization, there are always a dozen different ways to 
use each dollar.  In evaluating the organization’s ex-
penses, the Board realized that over a quarter of the ex-
penses are generated by mailings to members.  Doing a 
good job in communicating with members and community 
leaders is a vital lifeblood for this organization and the 
Board wants to enhance that while at the same time pre-
serving resources.

Beginning next month we will be printing and sending 
fewer newsletters.  The newsletter will be available on line 
at www.cortezchamber.com.  On publication date, you will 
receive an email telling you it is available for your review.  
The document will be in a PDF format and you will be 
able to read it on line, or download a copy if you prefer.  
We hope presenting the newsletter in this way will actually 
increase readership.  We know in the past it took quite a 
while for the printed version of the newsletter to circulate 
through a company.  In the future anyone in your organiza-
tion can log on and read what’s going on.

For this effort to work we need two things from you
1. If you still want to receive your newsletter the old 

fashioned way, just let us know.  There is no problem 
in continuing to mail your letter.  Just give us a call at 
565-3414 and tell us.

2. If you prefer to receive your newsletter in electronic 
format please send Tiffany an email  address for eve-
ryone in your organization  who would like to receive 
notice that the newsletter  has been posted.  
(welcomecenter@cityofcortez.com)

3. In order to ensure you are getting emails from us, 
please add our email addresses to your safe sender list.  
(If you need help doing that, just give us a call and 
we’ll talk you through!

Please let us know if this new system works for you!

Important Notice



New and Renewing Members
New Members

Southwest Colorado Softball
Arete Mortgage
Zion Financial

Renewing Members
United Building Centers

San Juan Basin Technical College
Prudential
Echo Basin 

Durango Magazine
Mitchell Toms

Traditional Charm
Friends of Recreation

Once Upon a Sandwich
Automated Recovery Systems

Alsco
Mancos Valley Bank

Dolores River RV Park
Mesa Verde Inn (formerly Anasazi)

Anasazi Restaurant
Four Corners Distributing

American Family Insurance
KRQE TV

Winterhawk
Residential Business Systems

Colorado Land Title
Jerry McComb, CPA

Brewery
4 Corners Builders Association

Healing Leaders
The Nest (formerly 4-Corners Child Advocacy)

Osprey
First United Methodist Church

Shiloh’s
4 Corners Welding

Kiwanis
Kelly Place
KOB TV

Holiday Inn Express
Summit Lending

Aspenridge Insurance
Summit Lending

Auto Glass
Box Canyon

Ryan’s Custom
H & W Investments

Econ Lodge
Blondie’s

Cortez Adobe Animal Clinic
4 States Tire
Cortez KOA
Sophia Lodge

High Country T-Shirts

The number one fear in the United States is the fear 
of speaking in front of an audience.  Unfortunately, as 
business leaders, we are often expected to do just 
that.  Always looking for opportunities that might 
help you in your success, the Chamber would like 
you to know about an upcoming opportunity.  

Toastmasters International is a non-profit organiza-
tion that promotes professional development through 
public speaking and management skills.  The organi-
zation has helped thousands of people just like you 
achieve more in all aspects of their lives.  Using the 
speaking and leadership skills developed in Toast-
master, people have become more active in business, 
churches, service and charity organizations.  

All interested community business members are in-
vited to participate in the formation a local Toastmas-
ters International Club.  You can find out more about 
Toastmaster at www.toastmasters.org. For more in-
formation and meeting time and date,  call Wayne 
Rice at 564-9698, or the Chamber office at 565-3414.

Cortez Toastmasters

Meth in Our Community
The Nest (formerly the Four Corners Child Advocacy 
Center) is hosting a series of workshops on addiction pre-
vention and coping tools as well as resources available to 
our community to fight back against Meth.  A meal will 
be provided and there is no cost to attendees.  The work-
shops take place from 6 to 8 at The Nest at 140 N. Linden 
in Cortez.
April 10—Living with the Consequences of Addic-
tion—Coping strategies
April 24—Helping Versus Enabling—How to really 
help those you love

Watch for new “Green” column in 
the Cortez Journal 
Beginning on Earth Day 2007 (April 24th) you’ll see a 
brand new column in the Cortez Journal.  Just look for 
the green background the last Tuesday of every month.   
The Journal and the Green Committee of the Chamber 
have joined together to provide information on how you 
can  do your part to save energy.  At the end of the year 
we’ll be looking for nominations for the most “Green 
Friendly” company.  


