
January 2007 

Upcoming Events…… 
CHAMBER 

Business After Hours:  
5:30—7:00 pm  Thursday, February 8th 

 hosted by 

  Rocky Mountain Health Plans 
At Once Upon A Sandwich, 9 West Main 

 
Chamber General Membership Meeting 

Wednesday, February 21st at noon  
at Shiloh’s Steakhouse 

 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Feb 7th—Wine Club—6:30 Homesteaders by  
reservation only (call Cortez Cultural Center) 

Feb 9th—Travelogue to Tuscany, Italy 
Joe & Susie Keck 7 p.m. at the Cultural Center 

Feb 9th, 10th, 11th—Mancos Mush 
Feb 17th—Sweetheart Ball and Art Auction  

5:30 Elks Club 
Feb 23rd, 24th, 25th—Oscar winners of the past shown at the 

Cortez Cultural Center 
 

REGULARLY SCHEDULED EVENTS 
Cortez Business Club—March 7th at noon at Anasazi 

The Year Ahead 
Dear Members: 
 
A chamber of commerce is an organization of businesses and 
civic leaders.  Working together they accomplish more to im-
prove the business climate than anyone could possibly do alone.  
Each year the membership elects new board members who, in 
turn, elect officers.  The Board’s role is to set policy and direction 
for the organization.  They do that by identifying community 
issues that affect our quality of life and the chance for business 
success.  It is not the role of the board to single-handedly carry 
out the work of the organization. 
 
The bigger a chamber of commerce is, the more of its resources 
can be earmarked for professional staff.  Some small chambers 
have no paid staff at all, and some urban chambers have dozens 
of employees.  The job of the staff is to maintain the office, take 
care of the day-to-day record keeping, and to marshal the collec-
tive forces of the membership to carry out the program of works.  
It is not the role of the staff to single-handedly carry out the work 
of the organization. 
 
The actual work any chamber of commerce does is conducted by 
its members.  Members choose community issues that particu-
larly affect their businesses and volunteer to serve on the commit-
tee that has been organized to address that issue.  Serving in an 
area for which you have passion ensures the year’s program of 
works will succeed.  Future presidents and board members of our 
chamber will come from working committees today. 
 
In addition, throughout the year task forces will be formed to 
address specific issues. Members with knowledge of whatever 
process or project under study will be asked to serve.  Some 
members only want to pay their dues and show their support that 
way.  Others want to be more involved.  We now have over four 
hundred members.  Though staff strives to meet with every mem-
ber every year, it is difficult to know where your passions lie.  All 
members are asked to seriously consider how they can best help 
the chamber and community and let us know.   
 
 

Please read the descriptions of each of the year’s committees 
and complete the pledge that is enclosed in this newsletter so 
we’ll know to include you on the mailing list for meetings of 
that group. 
 
It’s going to be a good year.  It can be even better with your 
help! 
    Reuben Hammond 
    President 
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Please feel free to share your thoughts about where the Cham-
ber is heading with your hardworking, elected board members: 
 
Officers: 
President  Reuben Hammond, Ute Mt. Casino 
President-Elect  Jim Reser, Profit Development Group 
Secretary/Treasurer:   Sheryl Merritt, Anasazi Restaurant & 
   Mesa Verde Inn 
Past President:  Robby Wright, Four States Tire 
   
Board Members: 
Holly Tatnall   Seas’nings 
Jeff Reinhart  Fraley and Company 
Una Johnson  The Inn at McElmo 
Laura Rice  Southwest Health Net 
Stephanie Glass  Main Book Company 
Bob Scott  Sundance Bear Lodge 

Staff contacts:   
Marcy Cummins, Executive Director  
cortezchamber@cityofcortez.com          
Tiffany Alexander, Assistant Director     
welcomecenter@cityofcortez.com 
 Phone (970)565-3414  Fax:  (970)565-8373   

Development of a Ambassadors Club 
Jim Reser, President Elect, will be organizing a group of indi-
viduals who are professional sales people.  The group will pro-
vide a support group for each other, as well as being the primary 
sales force for chamber membership.  This group will conduct 
ribbon-cutting ceremonies for new business, welcome visiting 
dignitaries to the community, make short trips to regional towns 
to promote Cortez, and share general business leads with one 
another.   Anyone interested in finding out more about the group 
can contact Jim at 759-8889. 
 
Development of Finance Committee  
Sheryl Merritt, Treasurer of the Chamber, will be organizing a 
committee to manage the financial resources of the Chamber.  
The group will work closely with the Ambassadors Club in in-
creasing membership.  They will review finances monthly and 
make recommendations to the board.  If you are interested in 
helping , you can contact Sheryl at 565-9617. 
 
Downtown revitalization 
Stephanie Glass and Jeff Reinhart will be organizing a team to 
carry out the work begun by the defunct Mainstreet Association.  
This committee of the chamber was responsible years ago for 
planting the trees that now line the downtown area.  This com-
mittee will seek to maintain and promote the “soul” of our com-
munity in its downtown, historical district.  If you are interested 
in serving on this committee, you can contact Stephanie at 565-
8158, or Jeff at 565-8538. 
 
Educational Affairs 
Jack Schuenemeyer will be organizing a committee to look at 
ways the Chamber can be proactive in maintaining high quality 
educational opportunities in our community.  The two priorities 
that have been identified is a second try at passing a mill levy 
override for School District RE-1, and to ensure ongoing, local 
community college.  Jack can be reached at 565-0179. 
 
 

2007 Program of Works…. Access to Healthcare  
Laura Rice will be heading up a committee looking to ensure 
good access to healthcare for our community now and into 
the future by partnering with local healthcare providers.  The 
first step for this group happened last year and resulted in 
establishment of the Chamber’s association health plan from 
Rocky Mountain Health Plans.  This year’s work will most 
likely revolve around physician recruitment.  Anyone inter-
ested in helping with these efforts is asked to contact Laura 
at 749-6735. 
 
Intergovernmental Partnerships 
Reuben Hammond will be organizing a committee that will 
work to improve the partnerships between the Ute Mountain 
Ute Tribe and Cortez, the Navajo Nation and Cortez, and the 
City of Cortez, Town of Mancos, Town of Dolores, and 
County of Montezuma. Interested members can call Reuben 
at 585-8800. 
 
Creating a Green Community 
We have a long way to go to making the best use of our natu-
ral resources throughout the world.  Taking a page from the 
credo, “think globally, act locally,” Una Johnson will be or-
ganizing a committee to brainstorm ways we can become a 
“green” community.  If you’re interested in helping, call Una 
at 564-0240. 
 
Economic Development Committee 
Deb Avery will use her extensive background in Economic 
Development to lead the economic development committee 
this year.  The first item on the committee’s agenda will be 
to assist in the development of a new kind of Economic De-
velopment Council.  This idea comes from work done by 
former Montezuma County Economic Development coordi-
nator Carla Harper.  Currently the study group is looking at 
how La Plata County has rolled out their highly successful 
organization.  If you are interested, please call Deb at 565-
1151, or Jim Reser at 759-8889. 
 
Technology Committee 
Any more a business community is dependent on good  
access to technology.  This  committee will look at the ways 
technology assists and hinders business success here in the  
Cortez area, and will look for ways we can work together to 
Improve options.  Anyone interested in helping with this  
effort can call Bob Scott at 533-1504. 
 
Establish a Chamber office in Downtown Cortez 
The Chamber intends to continue operation of the Colorado 
 Welcome Center at 928 E. Main, however, there may be  
advantages to a presence of the business operations of the  
chamber in the downtown center.  Call Marcy at 565-3414.  



Always Do Business With New 
and Renewing Businesses! 

New Members 
Antonio’s Restaurant 

Integrity Glass 
Cardinal Systems 

Cortez Retail Enhancement Association 
Rick’s Plumbing 

Bobbie Carll Realty 
 

Renewing Members 
Profit Development Group 

Ute Mountain Ute Tribe & Casino 
Western Hills Realty 

Montezuma County Partners 
Farmington Daily Times 

Rocky Springs 
American General (KRTZ/KISZ/KVFC) 

Flower Cottage 
ReMax 

Clay Mesa 
Mancos Veterinary 

Starr Law Firm 
Dolores State Bank 
Mountain Waters 

 

Snow Removal 
The Colorado Cross-Disability Coalition recently wrote to 
the Chamber to remind us of the major problems the dis-
abled community has encountered following the recent 
snow storms.  They recognize that an unusual amount of 
snow has fallen in Colorado this winter, but it is essential 
that everyone realize that people with disabilities, specifi-
cally those with mobility impairments, are often unable to 
even leave their homes, let alone patronize stores, restau-
rant and other businesses, when snow and ice are not re-
moved in an adequate and timely manner. 
 
It is also a violation of the Americas with Disabilities Act 
(“ADA”)  and the public accommodations section of the 
Colorado Anti-Discrimination Act, Colo. Rev. State 24-
345-601.   
 
There are several common problems, that, in effect, keep 
individuals with disabilities from patronizing your busi-
ness: 
· Sidewalks and curb ramps that are not cleared of snow 

at all 
· Sidewalks and curb ramps that have snow piled in them 

as a result of shoveling surrounding sidewalks  
· Sidewalks with a clear path under 36 inches needed for 

wheelchair access 
· Snow piled into accessible (“handicapped”) parking 

spaces  
· Ice not removed from sidewalks (which is a hazard for 

everyone) that has formed from the previous day’s 
melted snow 

· Failure to clear large pools of standing water formed 
from melted snow 

 
Making our business community accessible to everyone is 
the right thing to do.  However, consider this:  The United 
States Department of Labor has determined that people 
with disabilities have a much greater budget than several 
other, more sought after groups.  According to the US La-
bor Department, people with disabilities are the largest mi-
nority population in the country.  They posses a total pur-
chasing power of $1 trillion.  It is clear that businesses will 
suffer if inadequate snow and ice removal prevents them 
from serving members of the disabled community. 
 
Please take the time to make your business accessible to 

everyone.  It’s just good business. 

Four States Ag Expo 
There are still a few booths left for this year’s Four 
States Ag Expo.  The event is in its 25th year and 
will take place on March 8, 9, 10 and 11th  at the 
Montezuma County Fairgrounds.  After weather-
related problems last year, the entire show has been 
reconfigured to allow for inclement weather, plac-
ing booths in buildings and heated tents.  This 
year’s show should attract around 10,000 visitors 
and is a great draw for shoppers to the Cortez Area 
at a time when sales are traditionally slow.  If you 
have products or services you’d like to showcase, 
call Tiffany at the chamber as soon as possible. 
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2007 Annual Banquet 
This year’s annual banquet was a rousing success!  We con-
gratulate both Cortez Newspaper’s Citizen of the Year Bob 
Maynes and Business of the Year Citizens State Bank.  Both 
were great choices!  Thanks to the Anasazi for a great eve-
ning, and to Jim Reser who emceed the event with humor 
and grace! 
 
Thanks, also, to our wonderful sponsors:  Cleaning and Res-
toration Experts (C.A.R.E.), MFE West, Dolores State 
Bank, First National Bank, Montezuma-Dolores  
Title Company, Southwest Memorial Hospital, Cortez Jour-
nal, Four Corners Welding & Gas Supply, Four States Tire 
& Service, Empire Electric Association, Skanska and 
Travelhost Magazine.   
 
Thank you to everyone who provided Silent Auction items, 
and to all of you who attended!  


