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Dear Members,

When a business joins the Cortez Area Chamber of Commerce there’s 
lots of discussion about all the benefits you get for being a member. If 
you’ve been a member for some time, it’s easy to forget just what your 
membership covers. One of those that more and more of you have dis-
covered is Business After Hours.

In a small community, business is done on the basis of relationships. 
Even though you might think everyone knows about your business, 
what you offer, and what great people and service you have, you might 
be surprised. We tend to forget about people we don’t see a lot. Busi-
ness After Hours is a chance to foster those relationships. Each month 
one member agrees to host the event and pays all the expenses. In re-
turn, they get an opportunity to bring fellow members into their busi-
nesses. Attendance at these events grows every month, and 75 members 
and their guests attended the party given by Cliffrose. 

We know everyone isn’t an extravert who naturally gravitates toward 
parties. If you’re one of them, you might be surprised to find out that 
you aren’t alone. Lots of people are uncomfortable coming into a room 
full of people they don’t know. I assure you that we’ll make sure you 
don’t feel ill at ease, and when you leave you’ll know a whole lot of 
people you didn’t know before—all of whom could very well be future 
customers. When you attend, bring a lot of business cards and pass them 
out liberally.

Fortunately, we’re a business organization, but not one that is all busi-
ness. Monthly Business After Hours are a lot of fun, the sponsoring 
businesses take great pains to provide great atmosphere and good food 
and drinks. The events start at 5:30 p.m. and are supposed to run until 
7:00, but we find  that people are having such a good time that the party 
keeps on going. Running your business is hard work that seems endless. 
It makes good sense to have some fun when you get a chance. Thank 
you to all the businesses that have hosted the event this year, and for 
those of you are planning to host in 2008. If your business is interested 
in sponsoring, give me a call at the Chamber and get on the calendar!

See you there!
Marcy

COMING UP…

Business After Hours
5:30—7:00 pm  Thursday, December 13th

 hosted by
Citizens State Bank

77 W. Main
Cortez

Chamber General Membership Meeting
Wednesday, December 19th

Fiesta Mexicana
2604 Mancos Road, Cortez
Guest Speaker:  Bob Bragg
San Juan Technical College

Taste of the Seasons
November 29th, 5 p.m.

Four Seasons Greenhouse & Nursery
26650 County Road P

To benefit our local United Way

Parade of Lights
Saturday, December 1st

6:30 p.m.
Downtown Cortez

Sponsored by the Four Corners 

Spotlight on Chamber Benefits



Chamber Commentaries

Please feel free to share your thoughts about where the 
Chamber is heading with your hardworking, elected board 
members:
Officers:
President                            Reuben Hammond, Ute Mtn. Tribe
President-Elect                  Jim Reser, Profit Development       
                                          Group
Secretary/Treasurer:          Holly Tatnall, Seas’nings
Past President:                   Robby Wright, Four States Tire      
Board Members:
Laura Rice                         Southwest Health Net
Bob Scott                           Sundance Bear Lodge
Barbara Cullington            United Country Colorado West 
Don Bain                           MFE West

Staff contacts:  
Marcy Cummins, Executive Director
cortezchamber@cityofcortez.com                      
Tiffany Alexander, Assistant Director                            
welcomecenter@cityofcortez.com
 Phone (970)565-3414  Fax:  (970)565-8373  
www.cortezchamber.com

New and Renewing Members

New Members
The Finishing Touch

MDHill

Renewing Members
Cortez Travel

Tuffy Security Products
Crown Limousine

Cedarwood Animal Clinic
Best Western Turquoise Motel

Keesee Motors
Circle K Ranch

Steve Keetch Motors
Bar D Chuckwagon

Jarvis Insurance
Directory Plus

Coca Cola Bottlers
Travel Host Magazine

Always do business with fellow chamber
 members!  They’ll do the same for you!

New to the Chamber Library
Marcy just can’t get enough books and adds business books to 
the chamber library on a regular basis. Anyone who would like 
to borrow any of them is welcome. The latest is Toxic People 
(Decontaminate Difficult People at Work Without Using Weap-
ons or Duct Tape) by Marsha Petrie Sue. The book’s cover flap 
says, “The work world is full of toxic people—whine and 
cheesers, backstabbers, steamrollers, zipper lips, needy wee-
nies, and know-it-alls. Life is just too short to let difficult peo-
ple drive you nuts in the office. If you want to decontaminate 
the toxic people in your workplace, this practical guide to of-
fice survival will show you how to do it before they suck the 
life out of you.”

The book gives you the skills you need to deal with toxic peo-
ple. Part of that is helping you to stop doubting your own capa-
bilities and sanity. The author gives survival tactics to turn ugly 
situations into tolerable work relationships, without resorting to 
hostile or aggressive tactics. 

If you’re interested, stop by and pick it up. 

Interest in an Events Center
Members of our community have expressed a desire for a suit-
able facility for area events, so a committee has been formed to 
assess the need.  The center would provide for the performing 
arts, conferences and other special programs. After the holi-
days, the Events Center Planning Committee will run a survey 
community-wide to assess the interest in such a facility.  Rather 
than being only a performing arts center, the hope is that the 
facility could serve the needs of local organizations planning 
meetings, festivals, parties, concerts and classes.  Having a 
place for events could mean attracting people from the sur-
rounding area to Cortez.  The result could be new dollars com-
ing into the community, as well as increased sales tax.  Because 
the Small Business Assistance Center at Fort Lewis College 
now estimates our  trade area to be a little over 75,000 people,  
creating a venue to serve the needs of those individuals could 
be an economic driver.  Watch for more information in the 
Cortez Journal in the weeks to come.  Anyone wanting more 
information or who would like to be a part of the effort, should 
call Jack Schuenemeyer at 565-0179.

Change in Kiwanis meetings
All of you who wanted to join Kiwanis, but couldn’t be-
cause they met on the days we had our general member-
ship meeting are in luck.  They have changed their  meet-
ings to Tuesdays at noon at the Elks beginning  on Janu-
ary 8, 2008.  They’re a great organization.  Check them 
out!



December 7th at 6 pm: Peace wreath making class at Clif-
frose. Info at 565-8994
December 7th from 5 to 8 pm: First Friday Downtown 
Cortez sponsored this month by Cortez Retail Enhance-
ment. Info at 564-4095
December 7th from 5:30 to 8 pm: Artists’ reception & jazz 
performance: Many Merry Christmas Show at the Cortez 
Cultural Center. Info at 565-1151.
December 8th from 8 to 10 am: Breakfast with Santa at the 
Montezuma County Annex. Info at 564-5146.
December 8th at 10:30 am: Magic show for the kids with 
Mysto the Magi at Let It Grow Nursery & Garden Market. 
Info at 565-3099.
December 8th at 10 am: Mancos Lions Club Bazaar. Info 
at 533-7434
December 8th all day: Dolores Open House.
December 8th from 5 to 9 pm: Luminaria Night with live 
music, refreshments, Santa and over 1,500 luminarias at 
Four Seasons Greenhouse & Nursery. Info at 565-8274
December 8th at 6 pm: A Blue Tie Affair, fundraiser for 
The Nest (Child Advocacy Center). Tickets are $50 and 
reservations are required. Info at 655-8155.
December 12th from 4 to 6 pm: Another cookie exchange 
at the Cortez Library, sponsored by the Kindred Spirits 
Mommy and Me Group.
December 12th from 5 to 8 pm: Champagne shopping at 
Cliffrose. Info at 565-8994
December 15th at 10 am: Christmas Bazaar at the Ute 
Mountain Casino. Info at 565-8800.
December 15th at 10 am: 2nd Annual Coffee Tasting fea-
turing fresh on-site roasted coffee at Let It Grow Nursery 
& Garden Market. Info at 565-3099.
December 15th at 10 am and again at 2 pm: Holiday Cen-
terpiece Class at Four Seasons Greenhouse & Nursery.
December 15th: Dolores Christmas Bonfire at Joe Rowell 
Park. Info at 882-4018
December 15th from 5 to 8 pm: Snowball Dance at the 
American Legion in Cortez. Info at 739-6771
December 16th from 1 to 4 pm: Santa’s Story Hour and 
Reindeer Day at Four Seasons Greenhouse & Nursery. 
Info at 565-8274.
December 19th from 5 to 8 pm: Champagne shopping at 
Cliffrose. Info at 55-8994.
December 19th at 7 pm: Christmas Miracle at Sage Creek 
movie at the Cortez Cultural Center. Info at 565-1151.

Holiday Events
It’s that time of year when there are dozens of exciting, interest-
ing, or just plain fun activities to celebrate the holidays. You 
might want to add one of these to your family’s annual festivities:

November 29th from 5 to 9 pm: A Taste of the Seasons, the 9th an-
nual wine tasting evening to benefit United Way of Southwest 
Colorado. The event takes place at Four Seasons Greenhouse & 
Nursery. For more information call 970-55-8274, or see the insert in 
this newsletter.
November 30th at 6 pm: Wreath making class at Cliffrose. For 
more information call 970-565-8994
All December: Ride the Polar Express on the Durango & Silverton 
Train. More information is available at www.durangotrain.com or 
www.polarexpressride.colm.
All December: Many Merry Christmas Show at the Cortez Cultural 
Center.
Beginning December 9: Stanton Englehart’s Seasons on the Pla-
teau exhibit at the Anasazi Heritage Center. Information at www.co.
blm.gov/ahc
December 1 from 9 am to 4 pm: Dolores Christmas Bazaar, 
Dolores Community Center. Info at 882-4018
December 1st: Santa’s Reindeer arrive at Four Seasons Greenhouse 
& Nursery. Information at 565-8274
December 1st at 10 am: Storytelling and Puppets with Don Kirk at 
Let It Grow Nursery & Garden Market. Info at 565-3099
December 1st at 10 am: Wreath making class at Cliffrose. Info at 
55-8994
December 1st at 6:30 pm – Annual Parade of Lights, Downtown 
Cortez. Info at 565-3701
After the parade join the Blue Star Moms in Parque DiVida for their 
Luminaria Night to remember all our service people. Info at 564-
4096
December 4th from 5 to 8 pm: Cleaning and Restoration Experts 
Open House of their new facility at 1480 Industrial Road. Info at 
564-0800.
December 5th from 5 – 8 pm: Champagne shopping at Cliffrose. 
Info at 565-8994
December 6th at 4 pm: Mesa Verde National Park Open House. 
Info at 529-4465
December 7th from 4 to 6 pm: Join the Kindred Spirits Mommy 
and Me Group for a cookie exchange at the Cortez Public Library. 
Information at 564-4073.

Your chance to get Cortez Cash at a discount
Cortez Retail Enhancement Association will be selling Cortez Cash on three different dates in December.  Cortez Cash  is 
local currency accepted at most area stores.  A list of participating merchants can be seen at www.shopcortez.com.  The dates 
are:

December 1st at Kokopelli’s from 1 to 3 pm
December 8th at Outdoor Connections from 1 to 3 pm

December 15th at Stage from 1 to 3 pm.

On these special days the public can buy 3 bills and get one free.  A limited number have been set aside for these sales dates.  
When they’re gone, they’re gone.  There is a $300 limit per person per week.  Businesses are asked to contact Gayel at 564-
4095 to purchase the cash directly from her.  Over the years local businesses have used Cortez Cash instead of ordinary cash 
bonuses, in order to ensure the bonuses will be spent locally.  




