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COMING UP…
Business After Hours

5:30—7:00 pm  Thursday, June 14th
 hosted by

XTROV Management
Four Corners Financial, LLC

303 N. Broadway, Cortez

Chamber General Membership Meeting
Wednesday, June 20th at noon 

Shiloh’s Steakhouse
5 S. Veach, Cortez

Wendell Pryor,
Colorado Human Rights Commission

Ute Mountain Roundup  Parade
Friday and Saturday

June 8th and 9th
5:00 p.m.

Downtown Cortez

Ute Mountain Roundup Rodeo
Thursday—Saturday
8 pm, June 7th—9th
County Fairgrounds

Indian Market
Sundays, May 20 through Sept 1

10 a.m. To 3 p.m.
Cortez Cultural Center

Native American Dances and Cultural Programs
Monday through Saturday, 

May 21 through September 1st
7:30 p.m.

Cortez Cultural Center

Farmer’s Market
Saturdays, June through October

7:30 a.m. until sellout
County Courthouse Parking Lot

               Wendell Pryor, Director of the Colorado State Division 
of Civil Rights will be in Cortez at noon on Wednesday, June 20th

to speak to the general membership of the Chamber regarding 
civil rights laws. The meeting will take place at Shiloh’s Steak 
House at the corner of Main and Sligo.  The Division of Civil 
Rights is charged with enforcing the State’s Anti-Discrimination 
laws in the area of employment, housing, and public accommoda-
tion.  The Division also engages in preventative measures by pro-
viding training to groups and information to individuals regarding 
current laws.  The Civil Rights Commission recently held a pub-
lic hearing in Cortez, which pointed out the need for more infor-
mation on anti-discrimination laws that affect local businesses.  
               Mr. Pryor is currently the Director of the Colorado Civil 
Rights Division and an adjunct professor at the University of 
Colorado Graduate School of Public Administration and Public 
Affairs.  Prior to his current position, Mr. Pryor served as Execu-
tive Director of the Colorado Association of Public Employees 
(CAPE); Human Resource Director for the City and County of 
San Francisco; Personnel Director for the cities of Aurora, Colo-
rado and Riverside, California; Director of Personnel Operations 
and Acting Personnel Director for the Career Service Authority,
City and County of Denver; and the Personnel Administrator for 
the Colorado Department of Labor and Employment.  Mr. Pryor 
earned a law degree from the University of Denver, College of 
Law, an MPA from the University of Colorado, and a BA in Psy-
chology from Western State College in Gunnison, Colorado. 

Pryor was recently appointed by Governor Ritter as Co-
Chair of the Department of Personnel and Administration Transi-
tion Committee. He has served on the State of Colorado Person-
nel Board and numerous Boards and Commissions in a volunteer 
capacity.  He was appointed by former Denver Mayor Pena to the 
Commission on the Disabled.  He was appointed by Governor 
Owens to the Commission on National and Community Service 
and New Century Colorado.  He has also been involved with nu-
merous community organizations including the San Francisco 
branch of the NAACP. 

Mr. Pryor’s talk will focus on fair employment laws and 
practices and fair housing laws and practices and will answer 
questions from the audience.  Chamber general membership 
meetings are open to the public.  There is no cost beyond cost of 

Special General 
Membership Meeting



Chamber Commentaries

Please feel free to share your thoughts about where the 
Chamber is heading with your hardworking, elected board 
members:
Officers:
President                             Reuben Hammond, Ute Mt. Casino
President-Elect                  Jim Reser, Profit Development Group
Secretary/Treasurer:          Sheryl Merritt, Anasazi Restaurant &
                                          Mesa Verde Inn
Past President:                   Robby Wright, Four States Tire       
Board Members:
Holly Tatnall                       Seas’nings
Jeff Reinhart                       Fraley and Company
Una Johnson                      The Inn at McElmo
Laura Rice                         Southwest Health Net
Stephanie Glass                 Main Book Company
Bob Scott                           Sundance Bear Lodge

Staff contacts:  
Marcy Cummins, Executive Director
cortezchamber@cityofcortez.com                       
Tiffany Alexander, Assistant Director                            
welcomecenter@cityofcortez.com
 Phone (970)565-3414  Fax:  (970)565-8373  

Don’t forget about the benefits you receive as a member of 
the Cortez Area Chamber of Commerce:
Business Listing– your business is listed by in our membership 

directory on the web (www.cortezchamber.com), in addition 
members have the option of including a 25 word description and 
a link to their own website at no extra cost.

Monthly Newsletter – Chamber Commentaries, is a monthly 
publication that keeps members up to date on what’s going on in 
the chamber and the community. The newsletter is also a forum 
for promoting your business to other chamber members through 
advertising inserts.  You may insert a flyer in the newsletter for
$100.  Just get us 650 copies of your flyer by the second Friday 
of the month.

Monthly membership meetings – Each month, on the 3rd

Wednesday, members gather to hear reports from local officials, 
hear a program important to the community, and enjoy the com-
pany of other business people.  There is no charge to attend, ex-
cept for buying your own lunch. 

Referrals – Each year we receive over 50,000 requests for infor-
mation about businesses, events, and activities in our area.  We 
refer to our members first.

Business Builder Seminars– the chamber offers specialty low-
cost, high quality monthly seminars on topics of interest to busi-
ness people.  Please call the chamber for specific topics and 
dates.

Leadership opportunities – there are lots of opportunities for 
individuals to participate directly in the continuing economic 
health of our community.  There are many volunteer opportuni-
ties to serve on committees, events or take part in leadership 
trainings. 

Networking – the chamber provides a great place to network 
with other business people at Business After Hours, the 
Membership Luncheons, and/or seminars.

Health Insurance – the chamber offers an association 
health insurance package through Rocky Mountain Health 
Plans.  You must be a member in good standing to access 
the insurance, and no membership is refused because of 
health status.

Brochure Placement– we have racks for brochures and 
business cards that belong to chamber members in the 
Colorado Welcome Center. This display in the “local” sec-
tions of the Welcome Center is available only to Chamber 
members.  The Colorado Welcome Center is host to over 
42,000 visitors each year.

Bulk Mail Permit – the chamber keeps a bulk mail permit 
that members can use for their business mailings. This is a 
great way to lower the cost of a mass.  There are restric-
tions so call the Chamber for details.

Marketing campaigns – we promote our area throughout 
the Four Corners for business and shopping to bring more 
people to the area…your membership dollars help support 
this effort.

Business After Hours – hosted by a different business 
each month, this event gives members the opportunity to 
socialize and meet new people. Join us for great food,
drinks, and great company. The list to host fills up quickly 
each year and gives the host a wonderful opportunity to 
showcase their business to the community.

Annual Chamber Banquet & Celebration – held in 
January each year the banquet is one of the highlights of 
the business year. Awards include Business and Citizen of 
the Year as well as special entertainment. Business spon-
sorships are available for this always sold-out event.

Colorado Welcome Center– the chamber also operates 
the Colorado Welcome Center for the Southwest section of 
Colorado. The Welcome Center provides visitors with the 
local and statewide information they need to make their 
stay in Colorado and exceptional experience. The Wel-
come Center is staffed by trained Travel Counselors and 
all the information is free of charge to visitors.

Community Google– we don’t claim to know everything 
but our staff and membership collectively know a lot! All 
kinds of business questions and general information ques-
tions are fielded through the Chamber. We know of many 
people and places to call for information so call us if 
you’ve got a question!

Chamber Member Benefits



New and Renewing Members
New Members

Four Corners Community Bank
Vista Grande Inn

Cortez Animal Bed & Breakfast
San Juan Citizens Alliance

Fiesta Mexicana
Velocity Net

Montezuma County Farmers Market
Curt Mangan, Inc.

Renewing Members
Citizens State Bank

Encantos, Inc.
San Juan Technical College

Let It Grow Nursery
Cortez Addiction Recovery

Budget Host
Mesa Verde Museum Association

Cowboy Trading
Fone.net

Montezuma Dolores Title 
Lotsa Pasta

Office Outpost
National 9 Sand Canyon Inn

Nero’s Italian Restaurant
Mesa Verde RV Resort

Priest Gulch Campground
Jon Callender

AAA Mild to Wild Rafting
Four Seasons Greenhouse & Nursery

Atmos Energy
Cortez Family Worship Center

East Pines Ranch
J. Beans

Climate change is making the headlines.   There are 
droughts in India, flooding in Europe and raging for-
est fires in Georgia and Florida due to drought.  Did 
you know that the average U.S. household generates 
55,000 pounds of CO2 to the atmosphere annually 
compared to Sweden’s 15,000?  How do we sort out 
the facts and their impacts on us here in Cortez?  Is it 
possible that in the face of climate change we can 
create a more sustainable and positive future? When 
it comes to climate change don’t feel overwhelmed!  
There is something individuals can do.  

Be part of a community effort that can make a differ-
ence.  Take time out of your busy schedule and par-
ticipate in this unique, global café on climate change.  
Experience an evening of information, discussion and 
exchange of ideas and views on how to create a more 
positive, sustainable future.  Learn how to lower your 
carbon footprint and together, create a “cooler” Cor-
tez.  

Join us July 9, 2007, at the Anasazi Restaurant and 
Conference Center for this free event and delve more 
deeply into the science, the problems and the solu-
tions at the state and local level.   Be part of a com-
munity effort that can really make a difference and 
together discover what sustainable alternatives are 
available to us.

Call the Chamber at 565-3414  for more information 
and to sign up for this free event.  

Climate Change:  Forum for a 
Positive Future

Mark Your Calendar!
Climate Change: Forum For a 

Positive Future
Monday, July 9, 2007 

Anasazi Conference Center
6:00—6:30 p.m. Snacks
6:30—9:30 p.m. Forum

Join the Cortez Global Café and go from 
conversation to action!

If you know of someone starting a 
business, please let us know.  We 
have a ribbon cutting ceremony 
and awarding of “First Dollar” 

we can do for the company.



Business After Hours

Thanks to Mesa Indian Trading and Mesa Verde 
Country for sponsoring Business After Hours in 
May!  Nearly forty members and guests enjoyed 
light food, wine, beer and soft drinks while visiting 
and exchanging business cards.  This monthly 
event is an opportunity to get to know the other 
members of the Chamber while relaxing.  It’s also a 
great networking opportunity.  If you haven’t come 
out in the past, come to the June event. We’ll be 
waiting for you!

Business After Hours in June is on Thursday, June 
14th, from 5:30 until 7:00 p.m. at 303 N. Broad-
way.  Our sponsors will be Four Corners Financial, 
LLC and XTROV Management.

Photos by LanMark 
Productions


