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COMING UP…
Business After Hours: 

5:30—7:00 pm  Thursday, March 8th
 hosted by

  First National Bank
At Four States Ag Expo

Montezuma County Fairgrounds

Chamber General Membership Meeting
Wednesday, March 14th at noon 

Anasazi Restaurant

Four States Ag Expo
March 8—11th

Montezuma County Fairgrounds

St. Patrick’s Day Dance 
March 17th, at the Elks Club

Cortez Business Club—March 7th at noon at Anasazi

Four States Ag Expo
The 25th Annual Four States Ag Expo is kicking off on Thurs-
day, March 8th.  This year’s show is slated to take place March 
8th through the 11th.  Traditionally a three-day show, it has been 
expanded to four days in honor of its 25th anniversary.  The show 
takes place at the Montezuma County Fairgrounds near Cortez.  It 
attracts nearly 10,000 visitors from the four states region and be-
yond.  The purpose of the show is to provide a forum for agricul-
tural producers, suppliers and consumers in the Four Corners re-
gion to showcase new agricultural technology, offer innovative 
ideas, and advance effective production and marketing of tradi-
tional, specialized and alternative agricultural products through 
education, demonstrations and promotion.  

The event brings together serious agricultural producers, back-
yard gardeners, and farm and ranch enthusiasts.  The serious side 
of the show provides seminars, including sheep dog training, 
ranch horse clinics, the latest in biodiesel activity, horse dentistry 
and chiropractics, corrective horse shoeing, and roping.  Regional 
as well as nationally known experts will provide the workshops.  
The King Ranch, the oldest and largest ranch in the United States 
will participate in this year’s show, both as a presenter and in the 
horse judging events. In addition, a beef showmanship contest 
and a steer show are planned.  

Over two hundred vendors plan to take advantage of the opportu-
nity to show the latest in agricultural products and equipment.  
Other booths will address just about anything of interest to the 
very lucky who have the good fortune of living in this rural area.  
Among the vendors will be the finest in seed stock from the four 
corners area, as well as the Draft Horse, Mule and Carriage Asso-
ciation.

To keep things lively, the FFA plans its traditional children’s 
barnyard, barnyard wars, and mini tractor pull. Visitors to the 
show will also get the opportunity to enjoy antique tractor pulls, 
games and parades thanks to the Four  Corners Antique Power 
Association.  The technical college will bring back its traditional 
belt sander races, too.  A UTV challenge and the Lewis Grange’s 
hay stacking contest are also scheduled.

The Ag Expo is originally the brainchild of the San Juan Basin 
Technical College.  They’ll be continuing their participation 
with a number of contests.  In partnership with the IFA store 
and the local 4H clubs, they will host meat, floral design, agri-
culture business management, agriculture mechanics, as well as 
crop contests.  They will also hold a welding agricultural pro-
ject contest.  

On Friday night Syd Masters & The Swing Riders, featuring 
Lynn Anderson will be presenting a concert at the American 
Legion in Cortez.  Syd will do a reprise in the form of a dance 
on Saturday night at the Anasazi Restaurant and Convention
Center in Cortez.  This is a great chance to enjoy vintage west-
ern cowboy swing.  Lynn Anderson’s fans can catch her on 
Friday night to enjoy her country hits and cowgirl songs.

Tickets for the Ag show are an affordable three dollars a person 
for anyone over 16 years of age.  Concert tickets are $20.00 
each in advance and $25.00 at the door.  Dance tickets are $15 
in advance and $20 at the door.



Chamber Commentaries

Please feel free to share your thoughts about where the 
Chamber is heading with your hardworking, elected board 
members:

Officers:
President                              Reuben Hammond, Ute Mt. Casino
President-Elect                    Jim Reser, Profit Development 
Group
Secretary/Treasurer:           Sheryl Merritt, Anasazi Restaurant &
                                             Mesa Verde Inn
Past President:                     Robby Wright, Four States Tire       
                              
Board Members:
Holly Tatnall                        Seas’nings
Jeff Reinhart                        Fraley and Company
Una Johnson                       The Inn at McElmo
Laura Rice                           Southwest Health Net
Stephanie Glass                  Main Book Company
Bob Scott                             Sundance Bear Lodge

Staff contacts:  
Marcy Cummins, Executive Director
cortezchamber@cityofcortez.com                      
Tiffany Alexander, Assistant Director                            
welcomecenter@cityofcortez.com
 Phone (970)565-3414  Fax:  (970)565-8373  
www.cortezchamber.com

Almost every job in this community is more complex than 
it was a decade ago.  Computer systems are everywhere –
in retail trade, automotive repair, medicine, agriculture, 
government, and a host of other places.  Employees need 
to know how do to data entry, generate reports, understand 
reports, upgrade software and systems, and they need to 
know what to do when the computer system fails.

The skills needed to thrive in an increasing complex world 
are not the simply the prevue of management or technol-
ogy specialists.  Everyone in the workforce needs them.  
Package delivery persons carry pocket computers that are 
connected to global positioning systems.  Complexity 
means the employees in entry level positions need to be 
able to handle not only routine situations; they need to be 
problem solvers.  We and our children now compete with 
people and businesses from the four corners of the globe.  

Clearly there is a need for secondary schools that produce 
quality graduates and a level of community support to 
achieve this goal.   However, the days when a high school 
diploma serves as a terminal degree with a future to ad-
vancement are passé.  Our community – individuals, busi-
nesses, non-profits, and government agencies need an edu-
cated workforce with skills beyond high school.  This may 
be achieved by a combination of vocational and technical 
training, associate degree programs, certificate programs, 
courses that can transfer to four year colleges and univer-
sities, and life-long learning activities.

Educational Needs Assessment  
Concern about the status and future of post-secondary 
educational course offerings has led the Cortez Area 
Chamber of Commerce to form a committee to do a 
community needs assessment.  Jack Schuenemeyer, 
President of Southwest Statistical Consulting, LLC has 
agreed to chair this committee.   The committee has de-
veloped a survey form for individuals and one for busi-
ness to assess educational needs in Montezuma County.   
The survey form for individuals is available at the Cor-
tez Area, Mancos, and Dolores Chambers of Commerce, 
at local libraries, area businesses, and on the Cortez 
Area Chamber of Commerce web site www.
cortezchamber.com .  The survey form for businesses 
will be distributed through the area chambers of com-
merce.   It is essential that educational institutions that 
serve our regions understand the wants and needs of the 
community.  Thus, the chambers encourage and appreci-
ate your suggestions.  For further information please 
contact Cortez Area Chamber of Commerce at 970/565-
3414 or by email at cortezchamber@cityofcortez.com.

If you haven’t already completed an education survey, please 
complete the survey on our website at

www.cortezchamber.com

It’s never too late to get involved!  
If you didn’t turn in your committee 
preference and you think you’d like 
to help with a project, just give us a 
call at 565-3414, or email us at cor-
tezchamber@cityofcortez.com.  On 
the flip side, some people don’t join 
the chamber because they know 
they don’t have time to volunteer.  
We take both kinds of members!   



Always Do Business With New
and Renewing Businesses!

New Members
Cortez Retail Enhancement Association

High Desert Health
Timberline Tile
Zion Financial

Summit Sand and Gravel
Mountain Birth

Renewing Members

Coldwell Bankers/Western Hills Realty
Kuenzler and Boysen

Cascade Bottled Water Company
Dry Dock

Maley & Associates
Vista Mesa Assisted Living Residence

Edward Jones
New Country Auto

Grizzly B & B
Winterhawk Bed & Breakfast

Main Book Company
Cortez Chiropractic
Housing Authority

Guy Drew Vineyards

In the fall of 2006 our tech committee, made up of Ross 
Olson, Todd and Cara Sella, Bob Scott, Tiffany Alexan-
der, Jim Reser and Holly Tatnall  began meeting to look at 
the tech needs of the organization.  The team felt a website 
based on the needs of our members was a powerful tool in 
our toolbox.  As a result, they sent out requests for propos-
als to all the website designers who are members of the 
chamber.  We are fortunate that the list of companies that 
can help us is superb.  The team received three proposals, 
all of which were excellent.  The one thing that was miss-
ing in the proposals, however, was the ability of the staff 
to manage our website.  You can imagine how frequently 
the chamber has changes.  We manage the calendar of 
events for the entire region, and are adding new members 
on a regular basis.  In addition, we have very active com-
mittees under the program of works.  Those committees 
would like to maintain a page within the site.

The chamber would like to save money and trees by put-
ting our monthly newsletter on the website, sending out 
limited number of paper copies.  The Board would also 
like to post board meeting minutes for the membership to 
see, as well as occasional surveys like the one currently 
available on the we website for the Education Committee.

One of the things we learned in asking for proposals was 
that we aren’t sure ourselves what we really need.   In or-
der to give us time to explore our needs further, the com-
mittee put together a simple website that can meet our 
needs until a new website is developed.  Bob Scott of Sun-
dance Bear Lodge was kind enough to set up the tempo-
rary website.  You can see it at www.cortezchamber.com.  
The committee would like to get your feedback.

Hopefully, in the future we can offer advertising opportu-
nities for those of you who would like to reach newcom-
ers, fellow businesses , and area visitors.

Don’t forget this month’s Business After Hours out at the 
Four States Ag Expo.  It’s sponsored by First National 
Bank, Cortez on Thursday, March 8th  from 5:30 to 7:00 p.
m. in the main building at the fairgrounds. You’ll have the 
usual opportunity to visit with fellow chamber members, 
meet new members, and very possibly pick up new busi-
ness. 

You’ll have a chance to check out the show without the 
crowds. We will be joined at our event by the show ven-
dors and experts. The normal $3.00 ticket price has been 
waived for you for the evening. Bring lots of business 
cards to pass out. Bring a friend, or someone you’ve been 
trying to talk into joining the Chamber. 

Don’t Forget Business After 
Hours

Chamber Website Gets a 
New Look

Thanks to the tech 
committee and to the 

web designers who pre-
sented proposals and 
helped us define our 

needs!


